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“Horses have been an integral part of human society for thousands of years.
While our day-to-day reliance on equines has been largely replaced in the
UK through mechanisation and other technological advances, horses retain

a unique place in our leisure pursuits, culture and affections.”
Cost of Living Report, National Equine Welfare Council 2023




Introduction

* An overview of the equestrian industry

* The latest data and research to develop our understanding of the scale of
our industry and the challenges it faces

The sources for this report are:

e Context on current economicchallenges and cost of living crisis
e Member Body membership data

¢ BETA’s National Equestrian Survey

* BEF’s Health of Riding Establishments Survey

e Sport England’s Active Lives surveys for adults and children

e Other industry data/trends (e.g. BHS/Youth Sport Trust) «

* We hope to refresh this report annually to highlight where our Federation's
actions are affecting positive change
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Why is this important

* It is also relevant to our Sport England funding:
 Embed a culture of intelligent data capture, and effective use of insight

* Growing our knowledge base will help us influence and lead the
sector when responding to the government's new sport and physical
activity strategy: Get Active
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1181262/11187-DCMS-Sports_Strategy_Report_CM_ACCESSIBLE-02.pdf

Cost-of-living crisis affects our sector

IN various ways...
\

Pressure on equine welfare?
* Not being able to provide fully for their equines further increases the stress placed on owners
e Some have already reached a point where they are no longer able to fully meet their horses’ basic needs
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Sources: 1: SEIB Livery Yard Survey 2023; 2: SEIB Livery Yard Customer Survey 2023; 3: Care of Equines & Cost of Living, Wortl Horse Welfare & Redwings 2023




Equestrian Activity trends

Sport England: Adult
* 88% regularriders are female, 81% of occasional riders
are female

* 16-24-year-olds have the highest rate of participation,
but rates remain consistent by age up to 65+

e Covid-19 had a bigger impact on

* The highest participation rates are seen amongst those
with mental health challenges

* Black and Asian adults are significantly less likely to
engage in equestrian activity

Sport England: Children and young people
85% of participants are girls

* Black and Asian children are significantly less likely to
participate than their white peers

* Children with disabilities are more likely to participate
than those without

* There are significant differences by household income
deprivation
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BETA’s National Equestrian Survey

Estimates 1.82 million regular riders and 3.2 million
occasional riders

Around 850,000 horses in the UK

6m households with ex-riders with 51% wanting to return
Reasons for stopping was cost, age and lack of access
Reasons for returning were missed the pleasure, changein
personal circumstances and acquired access to horses
Estimated 631K privately owned horses and 95K
professionally owned (down 33% since 2019)

Value of horses leapt up 18% to £2,800 and estimated £1.8bn
Industry value of £5bn
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Riding Establishments

The
British
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Training/Competitions based on discipline

* Inthe Health of Riding
Establishments2023 Survey,
we asked what disciplines
centres offered and what
they would like to offer.

e 37 of the centres responding
to this question agreed to be
recontacted.

* We could use this
information to help
develop and grow the
reach of different
disciplines

|
Carriage Driving s ‘

Dressage
Endurance
Eventing
Horseball
Mounted Games
Polocross

Pony Racing

Reining

Showing
Showjumping

Vaulting
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Training/Competitions offered ™ Training centres would like to have ™ Competitions centres would like to have
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Federation data

246, 868 participant
memberships (not
people)

5,178 coach
memberships

4,179 official
memberships (incl.
stewards/judges)

Please note: for many of these statistics, there are
duplicate members, groups and centres between
Member Bodies

Until we can review this data from a single source
across all member bodies, it will be impossible to
know the exact overlap between organisations

1,014 Affiliations 1.73m followers/
subscribers across

between centres .
: our federation on
and Member Bodies . .
social media
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PEOPLE & HORSES

o Approximately 1.82m equestrian riders in GB, 850k horses and 230k workforce

VALUE
* The equestrian sector is valued at £5bn (excludes social value)

\

CENTRES

¢ \We have approximately 1,000 centres in our memberships out of a total of 1,497 (approx. 66%)
* On average these centres are at 75% capacity and 56% say they have a ‘capacity issue’
e Centres need help with finance /fundraising, business skills, digital skills, staff recruitment/management and governance

DIVERSIFYING OUR INDUSTRY

e Equestrian activity is well represented across age groups, by genderand forthose with disabilities (vs UK census data)
I ¢ BUT, less affluent households and ethnically diverse communities are under-represented

COVID-19

e The pandemic affected occasional equestrian activity more than regular riders’ habits, but both have now recovered well

What do we know?

COST-OF-LIVING

e Pressure on consumers’ disposable income and centres passing on rising costs to customers

OFF-THE-HORSE ACTIVITIES
q P * 20% of delivery is for off-the-horse activities, as centres look to diversify and overcome restrictions to growth, which include staff (quality and availability)

and horse availability/ suitability
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PEOPLE & HORSES

* Will the decline in horses and lack of workforce for centres will lead to alonger-term decline in participation?
* Is the cost-of-living crisis the main threat to us growing ourindustry?

Value

@ e What is the social value of ourindustry?
e What are the implications of this forthe social licence and future investmentinto our sector?

\

CENTRES

¢ How do we encourage all riding establishments to be part of our federation?
¢ Are centres starting to overcome horse and workforce challenges through innovation or closing due to sustained operating chal lenges?
¢ Which types of support forcentres will have the biggestimpact?
I
@ DIVERSIFYING OUR INDUSTRY

e When do we expectto see strongerrepresentation because of our #HorsesForAll action plan?
¢ How do we collect consistent, detailed demographicinformation on memberships to fullyunderstand who we influence and impact ?

COST-OF-LIVING
% ¢ Can we predictthe impact of financial pressure on future equestrian activity?

L

What don’t we know?

OFF-THE-HORSE ACTIVITIES

*How do we encourage more off-the-horse activity to grow ourindustry to (new) audiences?

British{) =
| Equestrian




	Slide 1: State of the Nation Report 2023
	Slide 2: Introduction
	Slide 3: Why is this important
	Slide 4: Cost-of-living crisis affects our sector in various ways...
	Slide 5: Equestrian Activity trends
	Slide 6: Riding Establishments
	Slide 7: Training/Competitions based on discipline
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10

